26                THE ORIGINS OF THE WORLD WAR
Montenegrin princesses (one of whom was the wife of the
Grand Duke Nicholas) joyously told Paleologue how their
father had written them that there would be war within a
month. It pictures their ecstasy at the prospect of the
ruin of Austria, the French reconquest of Alsace-Lorraine,
and the defeat and destruction of Germany. Three days
later, before it was known that Austria had rejected the
Serbian reply as unsatisfactory, Paleologue tells how he
went to the railway station to speed M. Izvolski on his
return to France: "It is very lively on the platform; the
trains are crowded with officers and soldiers. This sug-
gested mobilization already. We exchanged rapidly our
impressions and caine to the same conclusion: Cette foi&,
c'est la guerre"** The impression that he sympathized
with the war spirit in Russia, and encouraged it by his re-
peated assurances that France would stand firm in the sup-
port of her ally, is confirmed by passages suppressed from
the British Blu& Book of 1914, but now printed in the new
edition of British Documents.
Drab in comparison with Paleologue's vividness is the
colorless picture presented by his colleague, M. Dumaine,
the French Ambassador in Vienna,50 For a man in ambas-
sadorial position, M. Dumaine seems to have been surpris-
ingly lacking in information and influence. From that trio
of most able French Ambassadors, M. Paul Cambon at
London, his brother, M. Jules Cambon at Berlin, and Me
Barrere at Rome, we have unfortunately no full memoirs.
However, an enterprising French journalist, M. Raymond
Recouly, had the happy idea of interviewing them, and
others, while their memories were relatively fresh, and has
recorded these interviews in an excellent volume.51
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